
CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RUSSELL 

By-law# 2018-011 

Being a by-law to regulate and control the discharge 

of water into the storm sewers and all aspects of the 

sewer system of The Corporation of the Township of 

Russell (the Municipality) pursuant to section 11 of 

the Municipal Act, 2001 S.O. 2001, c. 25 (the 

"Municipal Act, 2001"). 

WHEREAS pursuant to the Municipal Act 2001 a municipality may pass a by-law 

prohibiting or regulating the discharge of any matter into a storm sewer system or 

works; and 

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 87 of the Municipal Act 2001 a municipality 

may enter onto land, at reasonable times to inspect the discharge of any matter into 

the storm system of the municipality or into any other system that the contents of 

which ultimately empty into the natural environment and may conduct tests and take 

samples for this purpose; and 

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to prohibit and regulate the discharge of water and 

non-domestic wastes into drains, pipe conduits of the storm sewer system or 

works; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCILOF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF RUSSELL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. DEFINITIONS 

In this By-law; 

(a) "biochemical oxygen demand (B.O.D.)" means the quantity of oxygen 

utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter in five (5) days at twenty 

(20) degrees centigrade as determined in accordance with Standard Methods 

and expressed in milligrams per litre; 

(b) "biomedical waste" means biomedical waste as defined in the Ontario 

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Guideline C-4 entitled "The 

Management of Biomedical Waste in Ontario: dated March 31 2016, as 

amended from time to time; 
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(c) "biosolids" means the product of stabilized organic solid material 

recovered from the wastewater treatment process; 

(d) "blowdown water" means water that is discharged from a cooling or 

heating water system for the purpose of controlling the level of water in the 

system or for the purpose of discharging from the system materials contained 

in the system, the further build-up of which would impair the operation of the 

system; 

(e) "coliform count" means the number of all coliform bacteria and expressed 

in a number of coliform bacteria per 100 millilitres of the solution, as 

determined in accordance with Standard Methods; 

(t) "colour of a liquid" means the appearance of a liquid, from which the 

suspended solids have been removed, as determined in accordance with 

Standard Methods; 

(g) "combined sewer" means a sewer intended to function simultaneously as 

a storm sewer and a sanitary sewer designed to carry sewage, storm water 

or uncontaminated water; 

(h) "combustible liquid" means a liquid that has a flash point not less than 

37.8 Celsius and not greater than 93.3 degrees Celsius; 

(i) "cooling water" means water that is used in a process for the purpose of 

removing heat ant that has not, by design comes into contact with process 

materials and that has been circulated through the cooling device, but does 

not include blowdown water 

U) "discharger" means an owner or person in occupation or having the 

charge, management or control of a plant or building to which this by-law 

applies; 

(k) "domestic sewage" means sewage from residences as opposed to 

sewage from industrial sources such as industry, manufacturing, commercial, 

traae, business or institutions; 

(I) "fuel" means alcohol, gasoline, naphtha, diesel fuel, fuel oil or any other 

ignitable substance intended for use as a fuel; 

(m) "hauled sewage" means waste removed from a sewage system, including 

a cesspool, a septic tank system, a privy vault or privy pit, a chemical toilet, 
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a portable toilet, or a sewage holding tank but does not include sludge 

removed from wastewater treatment plants; 

(n) "hauled waste" means any industrial waste which is transported to and 

deposited into any location in the sewage works excluding hauled sewage; 

( o) "ignitable waste" means a substance that 

i. is a liquid, other than an aqueous solution containing less than 24 

percent alcohol by volume and has a flash point less than 61 

degrees Celsius as determined by the Tag Closed Cup Tester 

(ASTM D-56-79), the Setaflash Closed Cup Tester (ASTM D-

3243-77 or ASTM D-3278-78), the Pensky-Martens Closed 

Cup Tester (ASTM D-93-79), or as determined by an equivalent 

test method; 

ii. is a solid and is capable, under standard temperatures and 

pressure, of causing tire through fiction, absorption of moisture 

or spontaneous chemical changes and, when ignited, burns so 

vigorously and persistently that it creates a danger 

iii.. is an ignitable compressed gas (Class 2, Division D) as defined 

in the regulations under the Transportation of Dangerous 

Goods Act, 1991, S.C. 1992, as amended; 

iv. is oxidizing substance (Class 5, Divisions I and 2) as defined in 

the regulations under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

Act, 1992, S.C. 1992, as amended; 

(p) "industrial waste" means sewage from or pertaining to industry, 

manufacturing, commercial, trade, business or institutions as distinguished 

from sewage from domestic or residential sources; 

(q) "matter" includes any gaseous, liquid or solid matter; 

(r) "Municipality" means the Corporation of the Township of Russell; 

(s) "person" includes an individual, corporation, firm, partnership, federal or 

provincial government, municipal corporation, or any one or combination of 

them; 

(t) "pathological waste" means pathological waste within the meaning of 

O.Reg. 347, as amended from time to time, made under the Environmental 

Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990 c.E. 19, as amended (EPA); 
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(u) "pesticides" means a pesticide regulated under the Pesticides Act, R.S.O. 

1990, c. P, as amended; 

(v) "PCB waste" means a PCB waste within the meaning of O.Reg. 362, as 

amended from time to time, made under the Environmental Protection Act. 

R.S.O. 1990 c.E. 19. as amended (EPA); 

(w) "pH" means the logarithm to the base 1 0 of the reciprocal of the 

concentration of hydrogen ions in grams per litre of solution; 

(x) "Phenolic compounds" means those hydroxyl derivatives of benzene, or 

its condensed nuclei, which can be identified by the 4-Aminoantipyrine 

method in accordance with Standard Methods, or the Gibbs procedures, as 

set out in the eleventh edition of Standard Methods for the Examination of 

Water and Wastewater, as amended from time to time; 

(y) "reactive waste" means a substance that 

i. is normally unstable and readily undergoes violent changes without 

detonating, 

ii. reacts violently with water, 

iii. forms potentially explosive mixtures with water, 

iv. when mixed with water, generates toxic gases, vapours or fumes 

in a quantity sufficient to present danger to human health or the 

environment 

v. is a cyanide or sulphide bearing waste which, when exposed to pH 

conditions between 2 and 12.5, can generate toxic gases, 

vapours or fumes in a quantity sufficient to present danger to 

human health or the environment. 

vi. is capable of detonation or explosive decomposition or reaction at 

standard temperature and pressure, 

vii is an explosive (Class I) as defined in the regulations under the 

Transportation Dangerous Goods Act 1992, S.C. 1992, as 

amended; 

(z) "sanitary sewer" means a sewer tor the collection and transmission of 

domestic, residential, commercial, institutional and industrial wastes or any 

combination of them; 

(aa) "sewage" includes drainage, commercial wastes, industrial wastes, 

and wastewater but does not include storm water; 

(bb) "storm works" means all works tor the collection, acceptance, 

transmission, treatment and disposal of storm water or uncontaminated 
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water, including but not limited to all storm sewers, retention ponds, storm 

water pumping stations, storm sewer treatment plants or for any one or more 

of them; 

(cc) "sewer" or "sewers" means a pipe, conduit, drain, open channel, ditch, 

or watercourse for the collection, transmission of storm water, or 

uncontaminated water, or any combination there of; 

(dd) "spill" means a direct or indirect discharge or deposit to the storm sewer 

works or the natural environment which is abnormal in quantity or quality in 

light of all the circumstances of the discharge; 

(ee) "Standard Methods" means, unless the context otherwise requires, the 

methods and procedures set out in the 20th edition of "Standard Methods for 

the Examination of Water and Wastewater" published jointly by the American 

Public Health Association, American Water Works Association and Water 

Environment Federation, as amended from time to time, and current at the 

time of any examination of any sewage or a method or procedure approved 

by an analyst of the Ministry of Environment; 

(ff) "storm sewer" means a sewer for the collection and transmission of 

uncontaminated water, storm water run-off draining of land or from a 

watercourse or any one or more of them; 

(gg) "storm water" means water from rainfall, other natural precipitation, 

drainage or from the melting of snow or ice; 

(hh) "suspended solids" means solid matter in or on a liquid which matter is 

removable by filtering with a glass fibre filter paper equivalent to a Reeve 

Angel Glass Filter Paper, No. 934 AH.; 

(ii) "waste disposal site leachate" means leachate from any waste disposal 

site; 

UD "waste radioactive prescribed substances" means uranium, thorium, 

plutonium, neptunium, deuterium, their respective derivatives and 

compounds and such other substances as the Atomic Energy Control Board 

may designate as being capable of releasing atomic energy or as being 

requisite tor the production, use or application of atomic energy; and 

(kk) "watercourse" means an open channel or ditch or depression, either 

natural or constructed as or resulting from the construction of a municipal 

work in which a flow of storm water occurs either continuously or 
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intermittently, including road ditches and including other natural or artificial 

channels, ditches or depressions or watercourses draining into any such 

channel, ditch or depression, whether connected to a storm sewer or not. 

2. DISCHARGE INTO STORM SEWERS. 

No person shall cause or permit the deposit or discharge of water or any matter 

into a storm sewer or land drainage works, private branch drains or connections 

to any storm sewer system or storm sewer works for the carrying away of or both, 

which are connected directly or indirectly to the storm sewers or storm sewer 

works provided by the Ontario Water Resources Act in any of the following 

circumstances: 

(a) to do so may cause or result in: 

i. health or safety hazard or adverse impact to a person inspecting, 

operating, repairing, maintaining or otherwise working on the sewage 

works; 

ii. a hazard or adverse impact on property; animals or vegetation; 

iii. Interference with proper maintenance and operation of the storm 

sewer works or with any sewage treatment process . 

. iv. an offence under the Ontario Water Resources Act or the 

Environmental Protection Act or any regulation thereunder from time 

to time; 

v. an obstruction or restriction to the flow of the storm sewer or the 

storm sewer works; 

vi. an offensive odour to emanate from sewage works, and without 

limiting the generality of the foregoing, sewage containing hydrogen 

sulphide, carbon disulphide, sulphur dioxide or other reduced sulphur 

compounds, amines or ammonia, trichchlorethylene, formaldehyde, 

chlorine, bromine, or pryridine in such quantity that an offensive odour 

could emanate from the sewage works or could cause a nuisance; and 

vii. damage to the storm sewer or storm sewer sewage works. 

(b) Sewage or any matter with any one or more of the following 

characteristics: 

i. More than 0 milligrams per litre of oil, fat and grease of animal and 

vegetable origin; 

ii. More than 0 milligrams per litre of oil, grease and tar of mineral 

origin; 

iii. having a temperature in excess of 65 degrees Celsius; and 
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iv. a pH less than 6.0 or greater than 9.5 or which due to its nature or 

content becomes less than 6.0 or greater than 9.5 during transmission 

to a sewage treatment plant. 

(c) Sewage or any matter containing one or more of the following: 

i. subject to subparagraph 2(b )(ii) here of, flammable or explosive 

matter, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, gasoline, 

benzene, naptha, fuel oil acetone or other solvents: 

ii any quantity of matter capable of obstructing the flow in or interfering 

with the proper operation of any part of the sewage works, and without 

limiting the generality of the foregoing, any such quantity of ashes, 

cinders, garbage, sand, straw, mud. shavings, metal, glass, rags, 

feathers, plastic, wood or cellulose; 

iii. a B.O.D. exceeding 5 milligrams per litre: 

iv. suspended solids exceeding 15 milligrams per litre; 

v. Biosolids, 

vi. biomedical waste, 

vii. animal waste, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 

sewage containing intestines, stomach casings, intestinal contents, 

hides, hooves, toenails, horns, bones or poultry heads or sewage 

containing hair, wool. fur, feathers, paunch manure or fleshings. 

viii. having two or more separate liquid layers; 

ix. radioactive materials except as may be permitted under the Atomic 

Energy Control Act, R.S.C. 1952, Chapter II, and amendments thereto and 

regulations thereunder; 

x. storm run-off, sewage derived from the drainage of land or roofs or water 

used for cooling purposes. 

xi. dye or coloring materials, 

xii. fuel ; 

xiii. ignitable waste; 

xiv. hauled sewage, 

XV. hauled waste, 

xvi. PCB waste, 

xii. reactive waste; 

xviii. waste radioactive prescribed substances. 

xix. waste disposal site leachate. 

xx. pathological waste 
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3. STORM SEWER REQUIREMENTS 

No person shall discharge, cause or permit the discharge or deposit, directly or indirectly 

into any storm sewer or storm sewer works well, lake, river, pond, spring, stream, 

reservoir, or other water or watercourse and, without limiting the generality of the 

foregoing, may result in any of the following : 

(a) a health or safety hazard or adverse impact to a person inspecting, operating, 

repairing, maintaining or otherwise working on the storm sewer; 

(b) a hazard or adverse impact on property; animals or vegetation; 

(c) interference with proper maintenance and operation of the sewage works or 

with any sewage treatment process. 

(d) an offence under the Ontario Water Resources Act or the Environmental 

Protection Act or any regulation thereunder from time to time; 

(e) an obstruction or restriction to the flow of the storm sewer: 

(f) impairment of the quality of the water in any well, lake, river, pond, spring, 

stream, reservoir or other water or watercourse; 

(g) an offensive odour to emanate from sewage works, and without limiting the 

generality of the foregoing, sewage containing hydrogen sulphide, carbon 

disulphide, sulphur dioxide or other reduced sulphur compounds, amines or 

ammonia, trichchlorethylene, formaldehyde, chlorine, bromine, or pryridinc in 

such quantity that an offensive odour could emanate from the sewage works 

or could cause a nuisance; and 

(h) damage to the storm sewer or sewer works. 

(i) discharge of sewage at a temperature in excess of sixty-five degrees Celsius 

(65°C); 

(j) discharge sewage containing more than a total of fifteen (0) milligrams per litre 

of fat, oil, grease and other matters which is soluble in either; 

(k) subject to subparagraph 3(j) here of discharge of flammable or explosive 

matter, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, gasoline, benzene, 

naptha, fuel oil, acetone or other solvents; 
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(I) discharge any quantity of matter capable of obstructing the flow in or interfering 

with the proper operation of the storm sewer or any part of the sewage works 

and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, any such quantity of ashes, 

cinders, garbage, sand, straw, mud, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, 

plastics, wood cellulose, tar, animal wastes or other matter that is not 

dissolved in a liquid at the time of its introduction into the sewage works; 

(m) discharge of any quantity of matter having a pH less than 6.0 or greater than 

9.5 or which due to its nature or content becomes less than 6.0 or greater than 

9.5 during transmission through the sewage works; 

(n) discharge of sewage or any matter in which suspended solids content exceed 

fifteen (15) milligrams per litre of sewage containing any suspended solids 

which are incapable of passing through a screen having openings not larger 

than 3.35 millimetres. 

(o) discharge of sewage or any matter of which the B.O.D. exceeds (5) milligrams 

per litre; 

(p) discharge of sewage or any matter containing coloured matter which sewage 

would require a dilution in excess offour (14) parts of distilled water to one (1) 

part of such sewage to produce a mixture the colour of which is not 

distinguishable from that of distilled water when tested in accordance with the 

Ministry of the Environment Standard Laboratory Sewage Colour 

Determination Test; 

(q) the discharge contains contaminants from raw materials, intermediate or 

final products or wastewater from industrial operation or industrial waste; 

(r) the discharge contains a substance used in the operation or maintenance of 

an industrial site; 

(s) a discharge containing one or more of the following: 

i. biomedical waste as defined in the Ontario Ministry of the Environment 

and Climate ChangeGuideline C-4 entitled ''The Management of Biomedical 

Waste in Ontario" dated April 1994, as amended from time to time; 

ii. blowdown; 

iii. combustible liquids; 

iv. fuels; 

v. hauled sewage; 
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vi. hauled waste; 

vii. ignitable waste; 

viii. pathological waste; 

ix. PCBwaste 

x. pesticides; 

xi. reactive waste; 

xii. waste radioactive prescribed substances; 

xii. waste disposal site leachate; and 

xiv. radioactive materials except as may be permitted under The Atomic 

Energy Control Act, R.S.O. 1952 chapter II, and amendments thereto and 

regulations thereunder, and 

(t) the discharge containing any of the following matters in excess of the 

indicated concentrations; 

Miniwams 
per 1tre 

Phenolic compounds 0.008 
Total cyanides as HCN 0.02 
Total chromium expressed as Cr 0.08 
Total copper, expressed as Cu 0.04 
Total nickel, expressed as Ni 0.08 
Total lead, expressed as Pb 0.12 
Total zinc. expressed as Zn 0.04 
Total tin, expressed as Sn 1.0 
total cadmium, expressed as Cd 0.008 
total barium, expressed as Ba 1.0 
total arsenic, expressed as As 0.02 
Total mercury, expressed as Hg 0.0004 
Total aluminium, expressed as AI 1.0 
Total iron expressed as Fe 1.0 
Chlorine expressed as Cl2, 1.0 
Total fluoride, expressed as F 2.0 
Total phosphorous, expressed asP 0.4 
Total sulphides as H2S 0.1 
Chlorides, as Cl 1500 
Sulphates, as S04 1500 
Total Manganese 0.05 
Total Selenium 0.02 
Total Silver 0.12 
Benxene 0.002 
Chloroform 0.002 
1 ,2-dichlorobenzene 0.0056 
1 A-dichlorobenzene 0.0068 
Cis-1 ,2- dichlorothylene 0.0056 
Vinyl Chloride 0.04 
Trans-1.3 dichloropropylene 0.0056 
Ethyl benzene 0.002 
Methylene Chloride 0.0052 
1,1 ,2,2- Tetrachloroethane 0.017 
Tetrachloroethylene 0.0044 
Toluene 0.002 
Trichloroethylene 0.0076 
Total Xylenes 0.0044 
Di-n-butyl phthalate 0.015 
Bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate 0.0088 
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. Nonylphenols 
Nontphenol ethoxylates 
Aldrin/Dieldrin 
Chlordane 
DDT 
Hexachlorobenezne 
Mirex 
PCBs 
3,3"-dichlorobenzidine 
Hexachlorocuclohexane 
Pentachlorophenol 
Total PAHs 

4. PROHIBITION OF DILUTION 

0.001 
0.01 
0.00008 
0.04 
0.00004 
0.00004 
0.04 
0.0004 
0.0009 
0.04 
0.002 
0.00,2 

No person shall discharge directly or indirectly or deposit or cause or permit the 

discharge or deposit of sewage into a storm sewer, storm sewer connection or private 

sewer connection to any storm sewer in circumstances where water has been added to 

the discharge tor the purposes of dilution to achieve compliance with Section 2 or Section 

3 of this by-law. 

5. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

The Executive Director of Infrastructure Services for the Municipality or any authorized 

representative of the Municipality, shall be permitted at all reasonable times to enter upon 

any land and into any building or other structures, except land or premises lawfully being 

occupied as a dwelling, for the purpose of observation, measurement, inspection, 

sampling and testing, to ascertain if the provisions of this by-law are being complied with. 

No person shall hinder, prevent or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, prevent or obstruct the 

Executive Director of Infrastructure Services or authorized representative of the 

Municipality from so doing. 

6. TESTING AND MEASUREMENTS 

Except as otherwise specifically provided in this by-law all tests, measurements, 

analyses and examinations of sewage, its characteristics or contents shall be carried out 

in accordance with Standard Methods. Non-compliance with this by-law may be 

established through the analysis of a single sample. 
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7. SURCHARGE AGREEMENTS 

The Municipality will not authorize any surcharge agreements 

8. COMPUANCEAGREEMENT 

The Municipality will not authorize any compliance agreements 

9. MAINTENANCE ACCESS POINTS 

The Municipality may require in written notification, the·installation of maintenance access 

points or the upgrading of existing maintenance access points for each connection to the 

storm sewer works at the site of a discharger, for the purpose of monitoring or sampling 

discharges. Maintenance access points shall be: 

(a) located on the property of the discharger unless the Municipality permits an 

alternative location; 

(b) accessible at all times by the Municipality 

(c) constructed in a manner which meets the standards of the Municipality; 

(d) maintained to ensure access and structural integrity; and 

(e) maintained and constructed at the expense of the discharger. 

10. SPILLS 

In the event of a spill to a storm works. The discharger shall immediately notify the 

Municipality, provide any information with respect to the spill which the Municipality 

advises it requires and complete any work the Municipality requires to mitigate the spill. 

The discharger shall provide a report on the spill to the Municipality, within 2 days after 

the spill, containing the following information: 

(a) location where spill occurred; 

(b) name and phone number of people who reported the spill and location where 

they can be contacted 

(c) date and time of spill 

(d) material spilled; 

(e) characteristics of material spilled 

(t) volume of material spilled 

(g) duration of spill event 

(h) work completed and/or still in progress in the mitigation of the spill; and 

(i) preventative actions being taken to ensure the situation does not occur again. 
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11.FINES 

(a) Every person, other than a corporation, who contravenes any provision of 

section 2 or 3 of this by-law is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to a 

fine of not more than Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars for a first offence and 

note more than Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars for any subsequent 

conviction. 

(b) Every corporation, which contravenes any provision of section 2 or 3 of this 

by-law is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to a fine of not more than 

Fifty Thousand ($50,000.00) Dollars for a first offence and not more than One 

Hundred Thousand ($1 00,000.00) Dollars for any subsequent conviction. 

(c) Notwithstanding, subsections (a) and (b), every person who contravenes any 

provision of any other section of this by-law, is guilty of an offence and on 

conviction is liable for every day or part thereof upon which such offence occurs 

or continues to a fine of not more than Five Thousand ($5,000.00} Dollars as 

provided for in the Provincial Offences Act. R.S.O. 1990 Chap. P 33, as amended. 

(d) In this by-law, a subsequent conviction means a conviction for an offence 

which offence occurs after the date of conviction for an earlier offence under this 

by-law or any of its predecessors. 

(e) Where a person has been convicted of an offence under this by-law, 

i. The Ontario Superior Court of Justice (Provincial Division) of the City of 

Ottawa, or 

ii. any court of competent jurisdiction thereafter, 

may, in addition to any penalty imposed on the person convicted, issue an Order 

prohibiting the continuation or repetition of the offence or the doing of any act 

or thing by the person convicted directed towards the continuation or petition of 

the offence. 
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12.REPEAL 

THAT By-law 73-2006, being a by-law to regulate and control the discharge of water into 

the storm sewers and all aspects of the sewer system, previously approved on October 

2, 2006 be and the same is hereby repealed. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 
5TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2017. 

Pierre Leroux 
Mayor 
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